
 
 
Exploring the Lexile Framework for Reading 
 
 
Course Description 
 
Exploring the Lexile Framework for Reading is an interactive, online, and in-person 
professional development course designed to guide teachers of grades 3–12, media 
specialists, and school leaders in using Lexiles to match students with appropriately leveled 
texts for increased reading comprehension and growth to meet literacy demands in class, 
on standardized tests, and beyond high school. The online sessions focus on deepening 
knowledge of the Lexile Framework to monitor reading progress and evaluate yearly 
growth, differentiate instruction with leveled fiction and nonfiction texts, and target 
independent readers. 
 

• Session 1 explains what the Lexile Framework is and how it measures text difficulty 
and students' reading levels using the same scale. Explore resources that report 
student Lexiles and strategies to include the school community in using the Lexile 
Framework.  

 
• Session 2 focuses on how to use Lexiles to assess and monitor students' reading 

progress and identify expected growth. This session also describes how to set and 
monitor reading goals to meet state performance standards, as well as the reading 
demands of college and the workplace.  

 
• Session 3 introduces teachers to the range of text levels for use in classroom 

instruction and guides teachers in using these leveled texts to differentiate skill and 
strategy instruction. This session also looks at the changing literacy skills with new 
types of texts, such as online resources. Teachers learn specific strategies for 
differentiating instruction based on group size, skills taught, and student English 
proficiency levels. 

 
• Session 4 examines the need to support students in the content areas using 

leveled text to help them access curriculum topics. This session explains the 
importance of preparing students to read increasingly challenging texts as they 
leave high school and enter college or the workforce. This session also provides 
strategies for making language more accessible to English language learners in 
content-area classes.  

• Session 5 explores strategies for motivating, supporting, and monitoring students 
as independent readers. Learn how to match students with appropriately leveled 
books for independent reading to promote Lexile growth, as well as ways to partner 
with librarians and involve families. 



All online sessions include lesson plans and classroom resources for integrating the course 
content into classroom literacy programs or subject-specific curriculum. 
Course Faculty 
 
Dr. A. Jackson Stenner 
Dr. Willard R. Daggett 
Phyllis C. Hunter 
Francie Alexander 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Upon completing this course, participants will be able to:  

• Explain what the Lexile Framework is and how it measures text difficulty and students' 
reading levels.  

• Use Lexiles to assess students' reading levels, identify expected growth, set goals, and 
monitor progress throughout the year. 

• Teach reading skills and strategies using leveled literary texts based on instructional 
purpose and students' Lexile reading ranges.  

•  Make content accessible to all students and enhance textbook curriculum with 
appropriately leveled nonfiction texts.  

• Target students for independent reading so that they experience confidence and build 
literacy skills for success in school, as well as in college and the workplace. 

 
 
 

Exploring the Lexile Framework for Reading       
Course Overview_2011                                                                                                                                                                 2



Course Outline  
 
 
1. Understanding the Lexile Framework 
1.1 Lexiles 101: The What and Why  
1.2 Measuring Text Difficulty With Lexiles 
1.3 Generating Students' Lexile Measures 
1.4 Building School-Wide Literacy With the Framework  
CheckPoint 
Your Turn 
 
2. Using Lexiles to Assess and Monitor Reading Progress 
2.1 Making Standardized Test Results Actionable 
2.2 Monitoring Growth With Lexiles 
2.3 Tracking and Celebrating Reading Progress 
2.4 Exploring Literacy Demands of the Workplace  
CheckPoint 
Your Turn 
 
3. Teaching Literacy Using Leveled Texts  
3.1 Defining Literacy in a Tech-Driven World  
3.2 Understanding the Lexile Range 
3.3 Teaching Skills and Strategies With Targeted Texts 
3.4 Using Leveled Texts as Writing Models 
3.5 Differentiating for English Language Learners 
CheckPoint 
Your Turn 
 
4. Differentiating Instruction in the Content Areas 
4.1 Reading Success in the Content Areas 
4.2 Making Content Accessible for All Students 
4.3 Accessing Leveled Texts Online  
4.4 Differentiating for English Language Learners 
4.5 Bridging the Gap Between School and College 
CheckPoint 
Your Turn 
 
5. Targeting Students for Independent Reading 
5.1 Motivating All Students to Read 
5.2 Matching Readers With Books 
5.3 Supporting Students to Become Independent Readers 
5.4 Monitoring Independent Reading  
5.5 Including Families and the School Community 
CheckPoint 
Your Turn 
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Exploring the Lexile Framework for Reading 
 

Scholastic RED Professional Development Course Participation Hours   
 
      

Description Estimated Time Participation Hours 
Self-paced instruction includes the 
relevant reading research base. 
Participation in interactive simulations 
for practice of research-based 
strategies. Video modeling by 
teachers.   

2 hours per session plus 
additional time to revisit 
concepts and key 
activities for ongoing 
practice 

10 

Reflection on learned and applied 
skills; sharing of ideas and student 
work; lesson planning; facilitator 
modeling, in-person instruction and in-
class coaching. 

2 hours x 4 study groups; 
3 hours in-class coaching 11 

Personal journal writing in response to 
session-specific topics and prompts. 30-minutes per session  2.5 

Collaborative discussions with 
colleagues and advice/feedback from 
reading specialist. 

30-minutes per session 2.5 

Relevant articles to read study and 
connect to learning and classroom 
application. 

 
30-minutes per session 
 

2.5 

Print and review online resources 
(lesson plans, management tools, 
graphic organizers, etc.) – for planning 
and application in classroom. 

30-minutes per session 2.5 

Preparation for application of learned 
skills and strategies utilizing tested 
lesson plans and student resources 

1 hour per strategy 11 

Preparation and presentation of 
course learning. 1 hour   1 

Setting goals and incorporating into 
Professional Improvement Plan.  1hour 1 

Review online correlations to 
standards and reading programs. Use 
online correlations in preparing lesson 
plans for classroom application. 

1 hour 1 

Total Hours  45 
 
 

Exploring the Lexile Framework for Reading       
Course Overview_2011 

4


	 
	Exploring the Lexile Framework for Reading

	Course Description
	Exploring the Lexile Framework for Reading is an interactive, online, and in-person professional development course designed to guide teachers of grades 3–12, media specialists, and school leaders in using Lexiles to match students with appropriately leveled texts for increased reading comprehension and growth to meet literacy demands in class, on standardized tests, and beyond high school. The online sessions focus on deepening knowledge of the Lexile Framework to monitor reading progress and evaluate yearly growth, differentiate instruction with leveled fiction and nonfiction texts, and target independent readers.
	Course Objectives
	 Course Outline 
	1. Understanding the Lexile Framework
	Description
	Estimated Time

	Participation Hours
	Self-paced instruction includes the relevant reading research base. Participation in interactive simulations for practice of research-based strategies. Video modeling by teachers.  
	2 hours per session plus additional time to revisit concepts and key activities for ongoing practice

	10
	Reflection on learned and applied skills; sharing of ideas and student work; lesson planning; facilitator modeling, in-person instruction and in-class coaching.
	2 hours x 4 study groups; 3 hours in-class coaching

	11
	Personal journal writing in response to session-specific topics and prompts.
	30-minutes per session 

	2.5
	Collaborative discussions with colleagues and advice/feedback from reading specialist.
	30-minutes per session

	2.5
	Relevant articles to read study and connect to learning and classroom application.
	30-minutes per session

	2.5
	Print and review online resources (lesson plans, management tools, graphic organizers, etc.) – for planning and application in classroom.
	30-minutes per session

	2.5
	Preparation for application of learned skills and strategies utilizing tested lesson plans and student resources
	1 hour per strategy

	11
	Preparation and presentation of course learning.
	1 hour  

	1
	Setting goals and incorporating into Professional Improvement Plan. 
	1hour

	1
	Review online correlations to standards and reading programs. Use online correlations in preparing lesson plans for classroom application.
	1 hour

	1
	Total Hours

	45


